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The  Committee  comprises  all  the  Members  of  the  Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  eighth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Llangollen 
Urban  District  for  the  Year  ending  31st  December  1958  together 
with  the  information  supplied  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  major  problems  which  have  confronted  this  Council  for 
many  years  are  at  last  being  solved.  Following  the  approval 
of  our  sewerage  scheme  by  the  Ministry  in  1957  tenders  were 
invited  from  specified  firms.  As  a result  of  this  the 

Ministry  raised  no  objection  to  the  proposed  erection  of 
20  houses  on  the  Pengwern  Estate.  This  was  a great  step 

forward  because  we  have  been  hamstrung  for  years  and  unable  to 
do  anything  for  lack  of  houses  to  meet  general  housing  needs 
and  there  is  a waiting  list  of  over  100,  many  of  whom  are  living 
in  deplorable  conditions  of  overcrowding  and  squalor.  The 
expansion  of  industry  in  the  town  has  also  been  restricted 
because  there  are  no  houses  for  the  workers.  It  has  also 
been  impossible  to  make  a start  on  slum  clearance.  With  the 
building  of  houses  the  town  will  receive  the  impetus  required 
for  expansion  in  all  directions  which  should  greatly  add  to  the 
prosperity,, 

The  town's  water  supply  will  require  to  be  expanded  to 
meet  increasing  demands  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that 
all  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  highly  satisfactory# 

So  we  find  that  although  the  quality  is  excellent,  the  quantity 
will  have  to  be  increased  to  meet  future  requirements  both 
domestic  and  industrial. 

During  November  a National  Campaign  for  the  prevention 
of  Accidents  in  the  Home  was  organised.  The  local  campaign 
took  the  form  of  a joint  effort  between  the  Llangollen  Urban 
District,  the  Ceiricg  Rural  District  and  the  Hexham  Rural 
District.  An  exhibition  was  held  at  an  oldpeople’s 

bungalow  in  Cefn,  showing  the  latest  devices  for  preventing 
accidents. 

No  serious  epidemics  occurred  during  the  year  although 
measles  were  prevalent. 

I have  received  full  co-operation  and  assistance  from 
Mr.  Fawcett,  our  Public  Health  Inspector  throughout  the  year, 
for  which  I am  grateful. 

I should  also  thank  Mir.  E.  Ellis  Roberts,  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council  and  Mr.  Nnox  for  their  help  and  assistance  in  completing 
this  Report. 

Finally  I must  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  kindness  and  consideration 
and  ready  support  in  all  matters. 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres • 3,107, 

Registrar  General  !s  estimated  population  « . 3,120. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  • ••...•••  1,089. 

Rateable  value  of  the  District  as  at 

1st  OCTOBER  1958  £28,985. 

Sum  represented  by  product  of  a Penny  Rate 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  MARCH  1959 £333. HI. 7^ 

Population: 

The  population  of  this  Town  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  3,120  compared  to  3,140  in.1957  and  3,150  in  1956. 
These  figures  show  a gradual  decrease  in  population  during  the 
past  three  years. 


2 . VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  births.  ( C omparabil it yf actor  1.02) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals: 


Male . 

Female . 

Total • 

20. 

• 

00 

j— i 

• 

00 

CO 

2. 

1. 

3. 

22. 

19. 

41. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  - Crude  13.1. 

Adjusted  - 13.36. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  - - - - 16.4 

There  was  a total:  of  41  live  births  during  1948  as 
compared  to  42  during  1957,  which  does  not  show  much  change. 
The  birth  rate  was  13.36  as  compared  to  16.4  for  England  and 
Wales - 


Still  births. 

There  were  2 still  births  during  the  year,  which  is  the 
same  figure  as  last  year. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  46.5  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births. 

Deaths : (Comparability  factor  ~ 0.87) 

There  was  a total  of  42  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
as  compared  to  53  in  1957. 

The  death  rate  was  13.4  crude,  but  the  adjusted  rate  was 
11.65  for  comparison  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  at  11.7 

These  42  deaths  included  24  males  and  18  females. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  II  fewer 
deaths  this  year  than  in  1957. 

The  causes  of  death,  with  numbers,  are  given  in  the 
following  table 


r 


Cause  of  death 


Male . Female*  Total 


Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach. 

Other  malignant  ancl  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems. 
Coronary  disease  angina. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

Other  heart  diseases. 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

Influe nze a. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

All  other  accidents. 


1* 

1. 
4 o 
3. 
1. 
2. 
1. 
*“  • 
3. 
• 

1* 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1* 


2 

7 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 


3. 

1. 

11. 

4. 
1. 

5. 
1. 
2. 
4. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
3. 
3. 
1. 


Totals, 


24.  IS.  42. 


Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  caused  22  deaths 
as  compared  to  30  in  1957, 

There  were  4 deaths  from  cancer  as  compared  to  12  in  1957. 

3 had  cancer  of  the  stomach,  but  none  had  cancer  of  the  lung,  so 
that  the  evil  effects  cf  smoking  are  not  evident  in  Llangollen. 

Infant  deaths.  There  were  2 infant  deaths  during  1958 

being  the  same  as  for  1957.  They  wore  both  under  4 weeks  old. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  48.8  - That  for  England 

and  Wales  was  22.5 

3.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

All  infectious  diseases  now  notifiable  by  statute  or  under 
regulations  should  be  notified  to  the  District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  district  in  which  the  patient’s  illness  was 
diagnosed,  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  any  necessary  stepsmay  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

During  1958  there  was  a total  of  54  infectious  diseases 
notified  as  compared  to  only  3 in  1957.  Measles  with  52  cases 
accounted  for  all  but  2 of  these,  which  were  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service  visited  Llangollen  during 
July  26th  to  August  1st  so  that  a whole  ?/eek  was  spent  in  the  Town. 
The  arrangements  are  made  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board 
who  are  also  responsible  for  advertising  the  visit  by  mean©  of 
posters,  handbills  and  the  local  press.  The  van  was  stationed 
at  Welfare  House  and  was  open  to  the  general  public.  The 
response  was  not  very  good.  It  is  important  that  a high 
percentage  of  the  population  should  attend  if  mass  radiography 
(as  the  name  implies)  is  to  serve  any  useful  purpose.  This 
purpose  is  to  discover  the  unsuspected  cases  who  ore  spreading 
infection.  Fear  plays  a big  part  - for  the  persons 

who  have  chest  trouble  are  often  too  frightened  to  attend  for 
X Rays. 


The  results  are  given  in  the  following  Table 


ar 


) 


ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


... 

GRAND 

TOTAL. 

Under! 

15. 

15  ~24 

2'  5-34 , 

'S5T44 :45-59 ; 
1 ! 

60  and 
over 

Totals 

M.i  F71 

Mi  F. 

M. 

F c 

M.  IF.  I'M. 

F. 

Mo 

F. 

M.  i F. 

TOTAL  NUMBER 
EXAMINED  • 

327. 

4 

. a*  • 

4. 

31, 

,42. 

23. 

36, 

31. 

40 Is4 . 

37  j 

22. 

23. 

r 

1 

145. 

182, 

Number  found  to 
be  abnormal 

or 

3! 

9.48& 

! 

- 

- 

1 3. 

1. 

2, 

5. 

2. 

4, 

4 . 

17. 

14. 

Classification  of 
abnormal  cases 
(A)  requiring  further 
observation  or 

14 

4.28% 

- 

. .j 

1. 

1, 

2. 

i 

3 J 

3. 

1, 

""  • 

1. 

6. 

8, 

(B)  Other  abnormalities 

of  the  chest.  i 17. 

“ 

- 

1. 

•9  • 

1. 

i 3 . 

1 

-J 

4. 

1. 

A 

3. 

11. 

6v 

POLIO  VACCINATION. 


During  1958  the  age  limit  was  extended  to  include  persons 
aged  15  - 25  years* 

Prior  to  this  only  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  were  being 
vaccinated.  In  addition  expectant  mothers  of  all  ages  were 
advised  to  have  this  protection  as  they  are  particularly  prone 
to  this  disease. 

In  order  to  cope  with  the  older  age  groups  who  might  be 
working  it  was  arranged  that  the  Clinic  should  be  kept  open  until 
6.30  p.m*  one  day  each  month.  The  course  includes 

two  injections  at  an  interval  of  a month  with  a third  booster 
dose  12  months  later. 

72  children  aged  6 months  to  5 years  received  2 injections. 
174  children  aged  5 to  15  years  received  2 injections,  and 
189  received  a third  booster  dose. 


HEALTH  SERVICES. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  general  provision  for 
Health  Services  since  1948,  and  the  Clinics  available  are 

1.  The  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Llangollen* 

2.  The  Ante~Nata,l  Clinic  at  Llangollen  taken  by  the 

County  Obstretician* 

3.  The  largar  Hospitals  available  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood are  s- 

(A)  The  'Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

(33)  The  Wrexham  Emergency  Hcspita.1. 

(C)  The  Wrexham  Fever  Hospital. 

(D)  The  Wrexham.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

(E)  The  Park  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council  and  an  ambulance  is  stationed  in 
Llangollen. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT, 


Sanitary  Inspections » 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  made  during  the  year  under  the  various  Acts, 

Orders  and  Byelaws  within  the  area 


Housing  matters — first  visit,  42, 

* second  visit.  29, 

Dangerous  structures,  7* 

Nuisances  first  visit.  32* 

second  visit.  47. 

Water  Supply  — « Works  112. 

Defective  services  and  43* 

wastages*  , 

Disinfestation  and  disinfection.  >17* 

Drains,  sewers.,  cesspools  and  privies.  182* 

Food  premises.  39. 

Slaughterhouses.  76. 

Milk  and  Dairies.  6. 

Factories.  30, 

Amusement  Houses.  3, 

Schools . 4, 

Scavenging  and  disposal.  52. 

New  buildings  and  alterations  75, 

j\5arkets.  52, 

Misce llane ou  s . 47. 


895, 


Summary  of  Notices  served. 


Nuisances . 
Water  supply. 
Drainage . 


Informal 

Formal. 

Remedied, 

defects  13. 

.. 

13. 

30. 

- 

22. 

8 . 

- 

8f> 

21. 

4. 

17. 

Water  Supply, 


The  Water  Undertaking's  main  source  of  supply  is  the 
Vivod  stream  which  has  a,  gathering  ground  of  1,100  acres  of 
woodlands,  and  mixed  farming. 

There  is  no  impounding  reservoir,  the  treatment  works 
being  supplied  direct  from  the  stream. 

In  prolonged  periods  of  drought  the  yield  is  insufficient 
and  the  deficiency  is  made  up  by  pumping  from  the  River  Dee  at 
the  Horseshoe  Falls* 

During  the  year  the  yield  from  the  Vivod  Stream  ms 
adequate'  to  meet  demands,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  pumo 
from  the  River  Dee, 

Bacteriological  tests  of  the  raw  untreated  water  show 
that  there  is  considerable  contamination.  This  cen  only  be 
expected  from  an  uncontrolled  gathering  ground.  The 
effectiveness  of  the  treatment  plant  can  he  judged  from  the 
results  of  tests  on  the  treated  water. 

Bacteriological  tests  of  treated  water 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  - 7, 

Number  returned  "Highly  satisfactory"  --------7. 


f 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Raw  Water, 


A.  VIVOD  STREAM, 

In  parts  per  million  of  water  - 
Total  solid  matter  in  solution. 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permangate  in 
4 hours  at  80"  F. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Lead,  copper,  zinc. 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment 
Temporary  hardness. 

Permanent  hardness. 
pH  value 


180.0 

1.25 

11.0 

0.64. 

0.02. 

0.04. 

Nil. 

Slight  trace 

55.0 

24.0 
7.5 


The  above  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory.  The  treatment  of 
sedimentation,  rapid  sand  filtration  and  chlorination  should 
produce  a water  fit  for  drinking.  This  is  a soft  water, 

but  not  as’soft’as  the  river  sample. 


B.  RIVER  DBS  WATER. 

In  parts  per  million  of  water 
Total  solid  matter  in  eolation. 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides. 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permangate  in 
4 hours  at  80  F. 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Lead,  copper,  zinc. 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment 
Temporary  hardness. 

Permanent  hardness. 
pH  value 


80.0 

0.75 

10*0 


2.40 

0.04. 

0.14. 

Nil. 

Slight  trace 
30.0 
5.0 
7.4 


The  above  Chemical  anaylsis  is  satisfactory.  The  treatment 
of  sedimentation,  rapid  sand  filtration  and  chlorination  should 
produce  a water  fit  for  drinking.  This  is  a soft  water. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  amount  and  distribution 
of  water  produced  by  the  Undertaking  during  the  year  : 


Nature  of  consumption. 

— ■ '■  — — — — — i 

Total  consumption  in  Million  gallons 
for  the  12th  months  ending 
31st  December  1S58. 

Domestic. 

45  Estimated. 

Trade  including  Agricultu: 

'e  12  Metered 

17  Estimated. 

Others 

2 Metered  - Bulk  supply  to 

Llantysilio  area 
of  ftrexham  Rural 
District  Council, 

Total. 

76. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  submitted  a scheme 
for  enlarging  the  treatment  plant  and  electrifying  the  Dee 
abstraction  plant  and  also  enlarging  the  three  service 
reservoirs  at  Pengwern,  Fron  Bache  and  Geufron. 

These  improvements  and  additions  are  necessary  to  meet 
the  increased  demands  since  the  works  were  first  built  ini~2_ 
and  to  maintain  a sufficient  water  undertaking. 


c 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage : 


Following  the  Public  Inquiry  held  into  the  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  last  year ? the  Council  have  now 
received  approval  in  principle  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government. 

Much  detailed  survey  work  of  the  river  bed  and  the 
numerous  sewer  outfalls  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council's 
Consulting  Engineers,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council 
had  invited  tenders  from  six  Contractors  who  had  satisfied 
the  Council  and  their  Engineers  that  they  were  suitable  for 
undertaking  the  complex  contract. 

Public  Cleansing: 

Collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  in  the  district  is 
carried  out  by  direct  labour.  The  majority  of  premises 

are  cleared  weekly  and  a monthly  collection  is  made  for  the 
remainder. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Wenffrwd  continues  to  be  used  for 
controlled  tipping  but  in  the  next  year  further  land  will 
have  to  be  acquired  or  an  alternative  site  found. 

Housing. 

4 houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year.  • There  we re  none 

erected  by  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Council  met  the 
Bee  and  Clwyd  Kiver  Board  and  explained  the  position  with 
regard  to  the  Sewerage  Scheme  and  asked  the  Board  whether  in 
the  circumstances  they  would  object  to  the  Council  building 
a small  number  of  houses  to  meet  urgent  demands.  There  was 
no  objection  from  the  Board  providing  the  Council  were 
determined  to  proceed  with  the  Sewerage  Scheme. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  were  considering 
engaging  Architects  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  erection  of 
20  houses  on  the  land  already  owned  by  them  for  housing 
purposes  at  Pengwern, 

Rodent  Control: 

Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  Council's  own 
staff  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn.  This  has  helped 
considerably  to  minimise  the  rodent  population  in  the  Town. 

One  of  the  schools  was  treated  for  a minor  infestation 
of  mice  and  several  private  houses  and  business  premises  were 
also  successfully  treated. 

The  refuse  tip  is  continually  under  supervision  and 
several  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

It  is  only  by  constant  inspection  and  treatment  that 
the  rodent  popula.ticn  is  kept  down  to  the  minimum. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  is  no  recognised  Caravan  site  in  Llangollen. 

Six  caravans  have  been  licensed  on  one  farm  and  two  on  anothe 
During  the  summer  months  nearly  every  farm  in  the  area  hen 
numerous  caravans  and  campers  on  their  land.  They  only 

stay  a short  period  and  are  therefore  outside  the  control 
cf  tliG  Planning  Acts  and  Public  Health  Act. 


Food  Inspection: 


Tha  various  premises  in.  the  Town  where  food  is  prepared  -nfl 
sold  are  inspected  regularly  to  ascertain  whether'  the  F'-^d' 

SaeredSt,f tS  th®  Posfl  HySiG“  Regulations^  aw  beta/ 

+t,ItAW?S  20t  n0CGSSary  to  institute  formal  proceedings  under 
the  A?ts  for  any  breach  of  the  regulations/  g 

+ structural  improvements  was  given  to  two  catering 

^ S!prSVG  thG  f00d  preparation  rooms.  g 

+h!  -S  ln^the  T°wn  are  aware  of  the  provisions  of 

the  Fo.u  Hygiene  Regulations  and  are  anxious”  to  conform  to 
the lr  . requirements . x zo 

A list  of  voluntarily  surrendered  food  as  unfit  far  human 
consumption  during  the  year  is  given  below. 

^Gat  • • • . 40  lbs. 

Tinned  fruit  ......  54  lbs. 

Pacon«  • 114  lbs . 

Tinned  milk.  ......  31  tins. 

iinned  fish if  lbs. 

Tinned  meat.  ......  33  lbs. 

Sf1  • • * 234  lbs. 

Vegetables  .......  14  lbs. 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

There  is  only  one  licensed  Retail  Dairy  in  the  Town 
Supplementary  licences  have  been  issued  to  3 distributors 
who  come  into  the  district  to  retail  milk.  OnePrecer  is 
licensed  to  sell  sterilised  milk.  sr“oer  is 

Ice  Cream: 

l'ce  *rrGam  scld  in  the  district  is  pre-packed  and 
manufactured  by  reputable  firms  outside  the  district 

for  saleeonly?  ***  rsgistGrea  under  the  and  Drugs  Act 

Markets r 

aucticri  sales  have  been  held  throughout  the  year 
0?t-h?nS< 9ptenb!r  thQPQ  were  the  Annual  Sheep  Sales  and^  in 

salG  was  hGlcl-  attested  suckled  calves 
enmr.no  -p  -/pG  store  cattle.  This  sale  was  very 

successful  and  will  probably  become  an  annual  event/ 

^^“Ded  Sheepbreeders  Association  Annual  Sale 
attracted  over  6,000  entries,  this  number  of  sheep  could' not- 

t?  th°  Srait?fiGy  an*  the  solo  was  transferred 

Llandyn  °Hal  1 lam  fZZ  ^ the  » 


Slaughtering  facilities: 

distSir?  iS  ^.“censed  private  slaughterhouse  in  the 

days  wccklv  Slaughtering  is  carried  on  there  on  one  or  two 

tote  » t • 11  cftrcose8.nro  inspected  end  also  offal 

Ante-mortem  inspections  arc  carried  out  whenever  possible 

?f  the  pnonises  and  slaughtering  methods 
have  been  maintained  at  a high  standard.  The  aualitv  -f 
the  meat  produced  has  been  very;  good.  The  low  3 

f?=m  tSee f 0llcHngStaSr : °”r  thG  P°ri°d  °rJ1  ^ appreciated 


( 


> 


y 

CARCASES  AND  0FFV1  INSPECTED  /jJSTD  CONDEMNED 
in  whole  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

(excluding 

cows) 

| 

Cows 

Calve  s 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Nufaber  killed. 

74. 

5. 

00 

H 

671. 

175. 

Whole  carcase  condemned. 

**  • 

*“  • 

2. 

*•  • 

“*■  • 

Carcases  of  which  some  port 
or  ororan  was  condemned. 

5. 

s. 

- *JT  

4. 

2. 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

T.B. 

6.76% 

40% 

11.  m 

.69% 

1 #14% 

T.B.  ONLY. 

Whole  carcase  condemned. 

•m 

mm 

Carcase  in  which  some  part 
or  or^an  was  condemned. 

_ 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1.14% 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 4 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  previsions  as  to  health  : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Registei 

Inspections 

1 

Number  c: 
, Notices 

1 

Prosecutions 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

2. 

4. 

Nil 

Nil. 

(2)  Factories  NOT  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  bv  the  Local.  Authority 

r 22. 

44.. 



Nil. 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out- workers  premises) 

2. 

6. 

Nil. 

1 

» 

Nil. 

TOTALS 

26. 

54. 

5 

Nil. 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND » 


Found. 

Remedied. 

Reported  to 

H.  M. 

Inspector. 

Sanitary  conveniences 
Unsuitable  or  defective. 

s. 

5. 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Acts 

— « 

“*  • 

2. 

1 

iVnttTTST  1 QSQ  _ 


Yours  obediently, 
(SIQJED)  T.  K.  HUGHES 


c 

/ 


I 


